Temporary thoracotomy wound closure following penetrating thoracic aorta injury.
On rare occasions, thoracic injuries require resuscitative efforts including emergent thoracotomy that result in edematous changes to the lungs and heart. Hemodynamic compromise occurs when these organs are placed in their anatomic position and closure of the thoracotomy is attempted. Adaptation of a temporary abdominal closure to a thoracic injury is described.